
 

 

 

 

 

The 20th Annual Holocaust Writing and 

Visual Arts Competition for Students 

2021 
sad 

 
“…we cannot completely erase all the evil from the world, but we can change the 

way we deal with it.” 
 

 
 
 
 

This competition is made possible through the generosity of  
The Sarfan/Gary S. and William M. Nachman Philanthropic Fund 

of the UJC Endowment Fund. 

 

 



The Holocaust Writing and Visual Arts Competition for Students 
The competition is open to students from Gloucester, Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg/James City 

County, York County, Smithfield, Suffolk and surrounding areas. 
 
One of the primary goals of this competition is to encourage students to apply the lessons of history to the moral decisions they 
make today. Through studying the Holocaust, students explore the issues of tolerance and moral courage as well as the dangers 
of prejudice, peer pressure, unthinking obedience to authority and indifference. This competition provides students an 

opportunity to think and express themselves creatively about their research or knowledge of the Holocaust. 

 
Prizes for the Writing Competition will be awarded as follows:  

 
Middle School Divisions (Grades 6, 7, and 8) 

First Place: $200 
Second Place: $150  
Third Place: $100 

 

High School Divisions (Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) 
First Place: $200 
Second Place: $150  
Third Place: $100

Prizes for the Visual Arts Competition will be awarded as follows: 
 

Middle School Division (Grades 6, 7, and 8)  
First Place: $200 
Second Place: $150 
Third Place: $100  

 

High School Division (Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) 
First Place: $200 
Second Place: $150 
Third Place: $100 
 

 
Winners will be honored at the annual Holocaust Writing Competition program.  Due to COVID, we anticipate 
this recognition celebration will be held virtually during the month of May, 2021.  More information on the 
program will be coming.   
 

If you need additional copies of this writing booklet, or have any questions about the  
writing competition, please contact 

Holocaust_writing@ujcvp.org 
 
 

You may also download a PDF of this booklet from our website   
www.ujcvp.org and follow the link. 

 
Winning entries may be published, exhibited or reproduced on our website and in publications of the 
UJCVP. If you do not want your work published, exhibited or reproduced, you must notify us in writing 
at the time you submit your entry. Authors of the finalist essays will be asked to provide their entries to 
the UJC electronically for inclusion in the winning entries booklet distributed at the Yom Hashoah program.   

 
 
 

Deadline for entries: 
On or before Friday, February 26, 2021 at 4:00PM 
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WRITING COMPETITION GUIDELINES 
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL DIVISIONS 

 
Read Carefully 
 
1.  Select one of the activities presented and write an essay following the instructions. Entries 

may be up to two pages in length and must be typed and double spaced. 
 
2.  All submissions must be sent electronically to hwc@ujcvp.org.  In the body of the email, the  
 following information needs to be included: 
 

a)  The division you are entering (essay or artwork), and the prompt you selected. 
b)  Your full name, and name of your parent/guardians. 
c)  Your address, including zip code. 
d)  Phone number of you or your guardian. 
e)  Student’s or guardian’s email address 
f)  Your grade, name of your school, and your teacher’s name. 
 
All the above information MUST be included in the body of your email.  Essays should be 
attached to the email. 

 
3.  Cite all sources. 
 
4.  Failure to comply with the following rules will result in disqualification. 

a) Only one entry per student will be accepted. 
b) Activity choice must be cited. 
c) Entries must be received by deadline. 

 
 
Judging will be based on the following criteria: 
 1. Work is original. 

2. There is proper use of language including grammar and spelling. 
3. Instructions and guidelines are followed. 

 
 

All entries must be emailed to hwc@ujcvp.org  
on or before 4:00 PM, Friday, February 26, 2021 

 
 
 

To ensure impartial judging, do not put your name or other identifying information on any page other than the email.  
Writing entries will not be returned. 
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VISUAL ARTS COMPETITION GUIDELINES 

 
(1) All entries should be original and created solely for this competition. 
 
(2) Entrants should create an original piece of art in the medium of their choice. (oil, acrylic, 

pencil, charcoal, pastels, crayons, mixed media, sculpture, etc.) 
 
(3) Submitted artwork using charcoal, pencil or pastels needs to be sprayed with a fixative to 

prevent transfer and smudges. 
 
(4) Artwork should be mounted on a firm support such as foam core, wood or heavy cardboard, 

making sure that the piece is rigid. 
 
(5) Only one entry per student will be accepted. Please bring your artwork to the UJC - 401 City 

Center Blvd.  Newport News, to have your artwork digitized.  Please call first to make an 
appointment – 757-930-1422.  

 
(6) Image size should not exceed 24 x 36 inches. 
 
(7) A brief statement of 50 words or less explaining the project should be attached and 

submitted with the artwork. Information sheets will be filled out when you come to the UJC 
with your submission.  Do not put your name on your artwork. 

 
(8) Judging will be based on the following criteria: 

 Creativity 
 Originality 
 Composition 
 Communication of the theme 
 Ability to follow the guidelines 

 
 
To ensure impartial judging, do not put your name on your artwork or any other part of your submission. 

 
All artwork and attached statement must be submitted in person  

to the UJC on or before 4:00 PM, Friday, February 26, 2021 
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STUDENTS:  Visually interpret the theme using images that convey the social/emotional concepts. 



 
 

Our Story: 
 

In our community, there are Holocaust survivors, liberators, and righteous gentiles (non-Jews 
recognized for their selfless efforts to help Jews during the Holocaust), whose personal stories 
have inspired those around them.  The lives of all survivors and those who saved them are 
connected in the present by their past efforts to withstand the atrocities of the Nazi regime.  Prior 
to the Holocaust, however, these individuals were proud citizen of their own respective countries. 

 

Citizenship, in principle, carries with it certain rights, loyalties, and responsibilities.  It was the goal 
of the Nazis to eliminate all the Jews of Europe, first by stripping them of their citizenship, and 
ultimately by taking their lives.  A significant number of non-Jews felt that their own citizenship, 
and the rights that came with it, would remain intact, if they took the oath of the Nazi party.  The 
Nazis’ actions created a moral dilemma for those Europeans who disagreed with the hateful 
discrimination against the Jews.  

 

We admire and aspire to be like those Jews and Righteous Gentiles who, in the face of the military 
strength of the Nazi war machine, and the powerful force of hateful ideology, chose to be brave 
enough to resist tyranny and preserve human rights.  

 

This bravery was demonstrated by three different types of citizens: the Jew, who withstood 
virulent hatred and faced evil head-on in order to survive; the Allied Forces*, who fought both 
physically and ideologically; and ordinary citizens, who put their lives and the lives of their families 
at great risk to stand up against prejudice and moral injustice. 

 

 

 

 

*  “The Big Three” were Great Britain, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (now Russia), and the 
United States of America. 
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WRITING AND ARTWORK PROMPTS 

 

As you read through the guidelines and competition materials 
to prepare your entry, please consider those whose lives were 
lost in the Holocaust, and those who survived.  Let your work 

serve to honor them. 

 
 

 

Please read through the following four prompts.  Choose one that interests you when writing your 
essay or creating your artwork.  

 

 

Prompt #1: 

Bravery inspires us to be better people.  Consider the story of a survivor, liberator, or righteous 
gentile you have heard or read about.  After hearing or reading these moving personal stories, what 
have you learned about discrimination and intolerance?  Create a written entry that shows support of 
human rights, past or present, or develop an artistic rendering that represents the bravery of an 
individual struggling with intolerance.  
 
 
 

Prompt #2: 
 
United States citizenship grants us the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  Unlike 
citizens of Hitler’s Germany, American citizens have laws to protect the moral choices they make.  
While people often choose to be bystanders, many individuals in history have risked a great deal to 
take a stand for their beliefs.  Part of being a good citizen is fighting the social injustices of bigotry, 
hatred, and prejudice created by individuals or groups of people. Write about a situation, similar to 
one during the Holocaust that you have learned about, where you faced a moral dilemma, and how 
you resolved it, or creatively demonstrate, with your artwork, the citizen’s plight of a social injustice 
following blatant bigotry.  
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Prompt #3: 
 
During the Holocaust, even children had choices to make.  They often had an actual suitcase in which 
they carried their cherished childhood belongings on a train or the back of a truck into the unknown. 
If you were a child living at that time, describe what physical things you would take with you on the 
journey away from your home, and why these things are important to you.  Why are these items 
significant?  Did you choose these items for emotional or practical reasons, and please explain your 
reasoning.  For an artwork or multimedia entry, visually describe how the treasures you brought with 
you helped you cope with the unknown situation you found yourself in. 
 
 

 
Prompt #4: 
 
Survivors of Nazi concentration camps carry memories away with them, of both nightmares and of 
courage.  During the period of suffering, they may have noticed acts of incredible cruelty, acts of 
inconceivable kindness, as well as self-sacrifices where prisoners put others first to ensure their 
survival.  If you were fortunate enough to survive these atrocities, what thoughts and feelings would 
you take from the time period of the Holocaust into a life of promise and safety.  Write an essay 
describing these thoughts and feelings, and how these would guide the rest of your life.   For an 
artistic medium, show what you imagine your emotional response would be, after having withstood 
the trauma of the concentration camps or labor camps, or living hidden under a false identity. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 

Holocaust Related Web Sites 

Listed here are some websites to help you with your research: 
www.facing.org/ 
www.holocaust-history.org/ 
www.jfr.org 
www.ushmm.org/ 
www.wiesenthal.com/ 
www.yad-vashem.org.il/ 
www.learnincolor.com  -  50+ Holocaust Books for Middle School and Junior High 
 
 
Holocaust Related Books 

• Prospective entrants should consult the catalog in their school library. 

• Key to abbreviations: Books suitable for middle school students (MS); for high school 
students (HS).  

 
Poetry 
Holocaust Poetry, compiled by Hilda Schiff, 1995. MS, HS  
 
 
History 
Bachrach, Susan. Tell Them We Remember, 1994. MS  
Bauer, Yehudah. A History of the Holocaust, 1982. MS, HS 
Byers, Ann. The Holocaust Overview, 1998. MS 
Chaikin, Miriam. A Nightmare in History: The Holocaust 1933-1945, 1987. MS 
Gilbert, Martin. The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe during the Second World War, 1985. MS, HS 
Landau, Ronnie. The Nazi Holocaust, 1994. MS, HS 
Meltzer, Milton. Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust, 1976. MS, HS 
Rossel, Seymour. The Holocaust: The Fire That Raged, 1989. MS 
Lesyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box, 2013. MS, HS 
 
 
Rescuers (General) 
Block, Fay and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage, 1992. HS 
Fogelman, Eva. Conscience and Courage: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust, 1994. HS 
Gottfried, Ted. Heroes of the Holocaust, 2001. MS 
Meltzer, Milton. Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved Jews in the Holocaust, 1988. MS, HS 
Rittner, Carol and Sondra Myers, eds. The Courage to Care: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust, 1988. MS, HS 
Gratz, Alan. Project 1065, 2016. MS, HS 
Gleitzman, Morris. Once, 2005. MS, HS 
Gleitzman, Morris. Soon, 2015. MS, HS 
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